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Purpose of the SANDAG Purpose of the SANDAG 

ForecastForecast



Forty Years in San Diego: Past, 

Present, and Future

Sources: Caltrans photo archives (1966 and 1993); SANDAG 

Smart Growth Photo Gallery (2008)



2050 Forecast:2050 Forecast:

Population, Jobs, HousingPopulation, Jobs, Housing
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Source: SANDAG, 2050 Regional Growth Forecast (Feb 2010)



Today more than half of San Today more than half of San 

Diegans were born outside of CADiegans were born outside of CA
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000



But in the future, most growth But in the future, most growth 

will be homewill be home--grown.grown.
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Aging PopulationAging Population



Most Most growth in ages 65+growth in ages 65+
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Population:Population:

2008 = 3.13 mil.2008 = 3.13 mil.

2050 = 4.38 mil.2050 = 4.38 mil.
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Race and EthnicityRace and Ethnicity



San Diego now a “majority San Diego now a “majority 

minority” countyminority” county
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Southern California

% of Adults with Bachelors or Higher

20%35%

San Diegans are likely to have San Diegans are likely to have 

completed collegecompleted college

12%34%Nation: 27%

California: 30%

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS (2008)



Disparities exist in educational Disparities exist in educational 

attainment, but are shrinking.attainment, but are shrinking.
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Poverty rateFPoverty rateF
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Poverty rate by race/ethnicityFPoverty rate by race/ethnicityF
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Household size by Household size by 

race/ethnicityFrace/ethnicityF
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projectionhistorical trend (actual)

Vacancy rateFVacancy rateF

8%

10%

12%

14%

h
o
u
s
in
g
 v
a
c
a
n
c
y
 r
a
te

0%

2%

4%

6%

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2008-10 2020

h
o
u
s
in
g
 v
a
c
a
n
c
y
 r
a
te

United States California San Diego Region

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1950-2000 and ACS (2008) and SANDAG 2050 Regional Growth Forecast



Where will the region grow?Where will the region grow?



Past Growth Past Growth 

(1980(1980--2000)2000)

U.S./Mexico Border





1995 Job 

Distribution

21212121



2008 Job 

Distribution

22222222



2050 

Projected Job 

Distribution

23232323



1995 Housing 

Distribution

24242424



2008 Housing 

Distribution

25252525



2050 

Projected 

Housing 

Distribution

26262626



What sectors will grow?What sectors will grow?



Job losses started in 2008, Job losses started in 2008, 

continued through continued through presentpresent
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Source: California Employment Development Department (July 2010)



San Diego Region weathered San Diego Region weathered 

past booms and bustspast booms and busts

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

1,400,000

6

8

10

12

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

1
9

6
5

1
9

6
8

1
9

7
0

1
9

7
3

1
9

7
5

1
9

7
8

1
9

8
0

1
9

8
3

1
9

8
5

1
9

8
8

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
3

1
9

9
5

1
9

9
8

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
8

0

2

4

6

National Recession San Diego Wage & Salary Jobs Unemployment Rate

Source: California Employment Development Department; National Bureau of Economic Research



Professional & Business, Hospitality, and Professional & Business, Hospitality, and 

Healthcare Expected to grow mostHealthcare Expected to grow most
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Summary / OutlookSummary / Outlook

Future Growth AreasFuture Growth Areas

•• Population:Population:

–– SeniorsSeniors

–– HispanicHispanic

•• Jobs:Jobs:

LongLong--term outlookterm outlook

•• Recession will be long, Recession will be long, 

but not foreverbut not forever

San Diego Growth: 1970-2050

•• Jobs:Jobs:

–– Professional & BusinessProfessional & Business

–– HealthcareHealthcare

–– HospitalityHospitality

•• Location:Location:

–– RedevRedev. in urban core. in urban core

–– SoutheastSoutheast

San Diego Growth: 1970-2050
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